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Core Value #1 

“We desire to be a people of authentic, passionate, Christ-centered worship.” 

Romans 12:1-2 

January 8, 2012 
 
Good Morning & Happy New Year! 

 I don’t know if it’s the same for you, but for me, with each New Year brings an anticipation of a fresh 

new start. I look forward to the adventure God has for me in 2012. New ways that He’ll stretch me, shape me, 

and mold me - and the opportunities He has in store for me to grow.  

 When you came in the foyer this morning, you may have noticed the three words on the wall by the 

nursery: Loving – Living – Serving. Our elders and leadership team have been in much prayer and seeking God 

for His Vision for Trinity Evangelical Free Church here in Plainview.  

 Our mission is clear – Jesus tells us in the Great Commission that we are to “go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matt. 28: 19-20)  

But God’s Vision for us as He’s strategically placed us here in Plainview, Minnesota is unique.    

Over these next weeks, you’re going to be hearing more about this new vision. There is going to be an 

opportunity later this month, on Jan 28
th

, when we’re all going to come together for a fellowship meal, and you 

will hear more about where God is taking us as a church. I am excited by where I see God leading us and how He 

is going to be stretching, molding, and shaping us as a body.  

And I am excited by the opportunities He is bringing to us so that we may continue to grow spiritually, and if it is 

His will, numerically in 2012 and beyond.  

 Our elders have spent much time, effort and prayer in this process and one of the things that came out of 

the process is that our Core Values have been totally prayed through and reworked to define who Christ has 

called us to be as His bride. Today we are embarking on a seven week series where we are going to introduce 

each of our 7 Core Values and take a deeper look and unpack what they say and why they are extremely 
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important to who we are as the body of Christ. So, buckle up, we’re starting the journey and going to take a look 

at our 1
st
 Core Value:  

“We desire to be a people of authentic, passionate, Christ-centered worship.” 

 That’s sounds good doesn’t it, but just what does that mean? And probably more importantly, what does 

that look like? “To be a people of authentic, passionate, Christ-centered worship.” Let’s begin to break it down    

 Please open your Bibles with me to Romans 12:1-2. We’ll start with the word “authentic”: When you 

hear the word “authentic”; what do you think of? For me; I think of genuine; heart engaging, the real thing or 

real deal.  

If I have these 2 oranges, one is authentic, and the other is artificial and you’re hungry, which one do you want 

me to give you?  

You’re going to be pretty disappointed if I give you the fake orange and you go to bite into it.  

That’s the way it is with Christians and our worship to God. If it isn’t authentic, if it isn’t genuine…Gods knows 

who’s the real deal, and He’s not impressed. 

People – they can be fooled, but God knows how authentic and genuine our worship to Him is.  

“We desire to be a people of authentic, passionate, Christ-centered worship.” 

Next let’s look at the second adjective in this Core Value: “passionate”  

What does it mean to be “passionate”? As people; we’re all passionate about something:  

Maybe it’s our families, our children and their activities, maybe it’s your car, house, your career - Maybe for 

some it’s sports or hunting, or shopping and a desire to look good or a passion to  stay physically fit. I’ve heard it 

said that if you want to see where one’s passion lies, look at their checkbook or where they spend the majority of 

their free time.  

Our first Core Value states “We desire to be a people of passionate, Christ-centered worship.” 

How do we become “a people of passionate, Christ-centered worship.”? 

Let’s go to our passage today in Romans 12:1-2. Notice in our 1
st
 Core Value that the adjectives we’ve already 

talked about are –  “authentic & passionate”. They both point to “Christ-centered worship.”  Why “Christ-
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centered worship”?  Because that is what we desire to be – a body of “Christ-centered worshippers”!  Christ-

centered is not an adjective describing our worship, but a description of who we desire to be – “we desire to be a 

people of Christ-centered worshippers”!   

 I think in recent years the church as a whole has brought confusion into what “worship” really is. For 

some, when they hear the word “worship” they think of our time when we sing praise and worship songs during 

our Sunday morning service. Others tend to think of the entire Sunday morning service as “worship” time. As 

important as both these are to our Christ-centered worship, there is more to being a “Christ-centered 

worshipper” than just coming to church and  singing praise and worship songs. Yes – there is more – much 

more.  Worship isn’t only a Sunday morning thing – worship is a life style.  It’s a 24/7 – 365 days a year thing.  

“Authentic, Passionate, Christ-centered worship” is a response to an authentic encounter with God. Worship is 

not just a part of your life, worship is your life.  As we worship the Lord and declare the Transcendence of God 

– His greatness is revealed. The more we understand the greatness of God – it builds our confidence in Him, 

increases our dependence on Him, and increases our fear of God and reverence to Him.  

Psalm 147:11 “the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.” 

As we worship: Our perspective gets renewed – Faith is strengthened – Relationships are renewed. 

In 2 Chronicles 20 - There is no better way to exalt God and cast down the enemy than by worshipping God!  

Worship counteracts fear, doubt, and discouragement. Worship brings repentance – a softening of the heart – 

healing – restoration. When we worship God, we declare His worth both individually and corporately. But in 

order to declare His worth, we must first discover His worth. Everything we do for God is a response to what 

God has already done for us.  

Everything we have comes from Him. We live because God gives us life. We breathe because God gives us 

breath. We give to others out of the bounty He has given us. We repent, not to earn forgiveness, because He has 

already offered forgiveness.  

Romans 5:8 “God demonstrates His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

1 John 4:19: “We love because He first loved us.”  
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Everything we have comes from God. That is why we worship Him out of a deep gratitude of all He has done for 

us and given us.  

If you could sit with God and ask Him; “God - What do you want from me?”   

What do think God would say? Do you think God would talk about keeping all rules, following rituals, or 

practicing religion? I don’t think so! –Romans 12:1 give us a really strong indication on how God would 

respond. “I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

God wants you and me.  

 In our passage today, we are commanded to offer to God our bodies. Why our bodies? Because as 

Christians, our souls already belong to God through salvation. God already has the inner man – He also wants the 

outer man, in which the inner man indwells. Our bodies are not yet redeemed so they must be continually yielded 

to God.  This continual yielding is what Paul calls “living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 

spiritual act of worship” (or in some translations “reasonable act of worship.”) 

 We’re all familiar with the sacrificial system in the Old Testament where there was the sacrificing of dead 

animals. This sacrificial system is gone and no longer acceptable to God.  

The Spotless Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, the perfect sacrifice, was sacrificed in our place.  

Therefore, we the redeemed of the Lord are now commanded to offer ourselves, all that we are and all that we 

have, as living sacrifices. The only acceptable worship under the New Covenant is the offering of our self to God. 

When we offer our bodies to God, we’re saying: “God, I’m asking You to take control of my free time, You 

created me, You know what my pleasures are, and I yield control to You all of my behaviors. All of me – I 

surrender to you and may it be “holy and pleasing to You, God”: To be a “holy” sacrifice is to be completely set 

apart for God and dedicated to His service.  

It’s not straddling the fence where we have one foot serving God while the other foot is still pursuing the things 

of this world. Those who are dedicated to God are pleasing to Him because they are available to participate in His 

service. If we are not set apart from our old life, we will not be useful to God. It’s all about a total commitment to 
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Him. It not because we have to serve Him, but because we get to – That’s what “Christ-centered worship” is. 

Serving God is the only reasonable way to respond to His mercy. Worship starts with the Transcendence of God 

(greatness of God) and moves to the Imminence of God (a nearness – fear of God & love of God – an awe & 

intimacy –  a reverence and a personal love relationship with God). This type of “Christ-centered worship” will 

always bring about life transformation and change. 

This type of “Christ-centered worship” is what results in community and world change.  

That is why our worship must be “Christ-centered.”  

 Paul continues in Romans 12 with verse 2; “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—

his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  

The world promises much pleasure but delivers very little, except many times the pleasure that the world gives is 

short-term gratification at a high price tag of much pain. Pain of debt – pain of addiction –pain of abandonment – 

pain of unmet expectations. That it why we receive this firm command that we are not to allow ourselves to be 

conformed to this world. Too many times in today’s world, you can’t tell the Christians from the non-Christians – 

That’s because too many Christians blend in with world. They allow themselves to “conform to the pattern of 

this world.” 

Their passion is the world’s entertainment, the world’s fashions, the world’s vocabulary, the world’s music, and 

many times the world’s attitudes – even when these things clearly don’t conform to the standards of God’s Word. 

This world is Satan’s domain and his ungodly influence is like a virus. It spreads uncontrollably when we allow it 

to infiltrate our lives. But instead Paul tells us we should “be transformed by the renewing of our mind.” The 

transformed and renewed mind is a mind that is saturated with and controlled by the Word of God. It is a mind 

“set on things above, not on earthly things.” Colossians 3:2 “Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

 As you and I saturate ourselves with the Word of God, our minds are being transformed and becoming 

more like Christ, desiring to do the will of God. The deeper our understanding of God and His love for us is; the 



6 

 

greater our gratitude. As we thank God for what He does, we soon begin to worship God for who He is. This is 

not a one-time occurrence. The divine transformation of our minds and wills must be constant. Because we are 

continuously tempted through our humanness, it is imperative that our minds and wills be continuously 

transformed through God’s Word and by the Holy Spirit. The result of a transformed mind is a life that does the 

things God has declared to be righteous, fitting, and in line with God’s good, pleasing, and perfect will.” That is 

the goal of the supreme act of spiritual worship.  I once heard someone say, "The Main Thing is to keep the Main 

Thing the Main Thing!" The question for us as followers of Christ is, "What is the Main thing"? Without a doubt, 

for the church of Jesus Christ, the "Main Thing" is "Worship". Christ-centered worship! No question, 

Evangelism is important - but why do we want to get people saved? Just so they can have a better life? No, so 

they can be brought into a right relationship with God, so they can fulfill their eternal destiny, to worship Christ.  

Yes, Discipleship is important - but what are we going to teach?  

We need to teach people the truth about God through His Word so that when they worship Him, they know who 

they are worshipping, and they are given right reasons to worship Him.  

Fellowship and Serving are important - but what is it that binds us together and provides the necessary love that 

causes us to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters in Christ?  

It is our common and collective experience of coming into the presence of God in Christ-centered worship.  

2012 is going to be an exciting time here at TEFC – Upcoming Opportunities  

Several times in Scripture, we are exhorted to worship God.  

1 Chronicles 16:29: “ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; 

worship the LORD in the splendor of his
 
holiness.” 

Psalms 29:2: “Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his
 

holiness.” 

Psalm 95:6: “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;” 

Psalm 99:5: "Exalt the LORD our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy."  

Psalm 100:2: “Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.”  
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Jesus spoke directly about worship when He answered the temptation put to Him by Satan in the wilderness in 

Matthew 4:10: "Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: `Worship the Lord your God, and 

serve him only.'"  Jesus’ response: "Worship the Lord your God." We are told in Philippians 2:9-11: 

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father.” 

A day is coming when all will know that Jesus Christ is Lord!  

May it be said of the people at Trinity Evangelical Free Church in Plainview, Minnesota that: 

 “We desire to be a people of authentic, passionate, Christ-centered worship.”  

Amen. Amen! 

Let us pray.  

 


